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I know there are many people who think we
should spend the surplus now and spend
hundreds of billions of dollars on tax cuts be-
fore we have the bipartisan plan to save So-
cial Security. I think it’s the wrong course
for America, in no small measure because
we haven’t fixed the price tag for saving So-
cial Security and because, as we all know,
we can’t really predict with any absolute cer-
tainty what will happen 10 or 15 years from
now.

I believe we should tell our children and
our grandchildren that we think enough of
them and their future that we’re going to re-
sist spending a penny of the surplus on things
that I would very much like to spend it on—
or you would—until we have met our basic
obligation to our future, passing a bipartisan
plan to save Social Security, which I am con-
vinced the Congress will do early next year.
I do not intend to waver from my commit-
ment to future generations, and I hope the
rest of us will do the same.

Now it is my honor to sign into law the
Internal Revenue Service Restructuring and
Reform Act. I would like to ask all the Mem-
bers of Congress to come up here and join
me on the stage. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. H.R. 2676, ap-
proved July 22, was assigned Public Law No. 105–
206.

Message to the Congress
Designating Provisions of the
Internal Revenue Service
Restructuring and Reform Act of
1998 as an Emergency Requirement

July 22, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 3309(c) of the Internal

Revenue Service Restructuring and Reform
Act of 1998, I hereby designate the provi-
sions of subsections (a) and (b) of section
3309 of such Act as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 252(e) of the Bal-

anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 22, 1998.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action To Extend
Normal Trade Relations With China
July 22, 1998

I welcome the strong, bipartisan vote in
the House today to extend normal trade rela-
tions with China.

This vote reflects my conviction that active
engagement with China—expanding our
areas of cooperation while dealing forth-
rightly with our differences—is the most ef-
fective way to advance our interests and our
values. Over the past year and during my re-
cent trip to China, engagement has produced
tangible results and steady progress on vital
issues—fostering political and economic sta-
bility in Asia, stopping the spread of weapons
of mass destruction, combating international
crime and drug trafficking, protecting the en-
vironment, promoting human rights and reli-
gious freedom.

Trade is a vital part of engagement—sup-
porting jobs here at home, lowering product
prices, and helping us to build ties to nearly
one quarter of the world’s people. Normal
trade relations with China will help us
strengthen those ties and continue our efforts
to make China an increasingly open and pro-
ductive partner for America.

Statement on Senate Armed Services
Committee Action on the
Nomination of Daryl Jones To Be
Secretary of the Air Force
July 22, 1998

I am deeply disappointed that the Senate
Armed Services Committee declined to send
to the full Senate the nomination of Daryl
Jones to be Secretary of the Air Force. Mr.
Jones has a distinguished record of public
service in Florida and a strong commitment
to the Air Force. I know him to be a good,
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decent, able man. He was an outstanding
candidate for this position, and he deserved
the opportunity to be considered by the full
Senate. I appreciate the support he received
from Chairman Thurmond, Senator Levin,
and many other Senators in both parties. I
thank Mr. Jones for his willingness to serve
his country. I am confident that he will con-
tinue to make vital contributions to Florida
and to our Nation.

Remarks on the Nation’s Heat Wave
and the Resignation of Press
Secretary Mike McCurry and an
Exchange With Reporters
July 23, 1998

The President. I have not become the
White House Press Secretary—yet. [Laugh-
ter] I have two announcements to make
today; one involves the gentlemen on my—
plural—right and left. But first I’d like to
make an announcement about the heat wave.

All Americans have been deeply con-
cerned and troubled by the human toll of
the record heat wave that has spread across
many parts of the United States. Already this
summer in many Southern and Southwestern
States, temperatures have been 20 percent
higher than normal. This scorching heat
shows no signs of abating. It has destroyed
crops, led to widespread power outages, and
worst of all, has resulted in the deaths of over
100 people. The most vulnerable—the very
old, the very young, people with disabil-
ities—are at greatest risk. Those who cannot
afford air-conditioning are at real peril of fur-
ther health risks as the heat wave goes on.

In times of human crisis we have an obliga-
tion to act, to strengthen the ties that bind
us as one nation. When fire or flood or earth-
quakes strike, we step in. When blizzards and
high energy costs put elderly and poor citi-
zens at risk, we step in. When smothering
heat threatens the lives of people, we can
step in, and that is what I am doing today.

The Low Income Home Energy Assist-
ance Program, LIHEAP, makes funds avail-
able for emergency use to help at-risk fami-
lies in times of weather distress. Today I am
directing the Department of Health and
Human Services to release $100 million in

emergency funds for the 11 hottest Southern
and Western States, to help families pay for
air-conditioners, fans, electric bills, and other
ways to beat the heat.

This emergency relief was paid for in the
bipartisan balanced budget agreement
reached with Congress last year. It reflects
the longstanding commitment by both par-
ties to help citizens protect their families in
severe weather conditions.

It is, I might say, in light of these terrible
weather conditions—and I would point out,
I believe—I saw one television program yes-
terday that pointed out that the 9 hottest
years on record have occurred in the last 11
years; that 1997 was the hottest year on
record; that in each and every month in 1998,
it has beaten the previous record month. So
this will be the hottest year on record if
something doesn’t happen.

Therefore, it is all the more disturbing that
Republican leaders in the House of Rep-
resentatives are attempting to entirely elimi-
nate the LIHEAP program. If Congress pro-
ceeds to try and eliminate all funding for this
vital emergency assistance, it would be an act
of political irresponsibility. It would put par-
tisanship ahead of the progress and the peo-
ple of our country.

Now, only a few days remain in this session
of Congress. We can still make it a time of
progress. We can fund the LIHEAP pro-
gram. We can enact a Patients’ Bill of Rights.
We can continue our policy of fiscal dis-
cipline by reserving the surplus until we fix
the Social Security system. We can strength-
en education. We can save our children from
the dangers of tobacco. There is still time
to choose people and progress over partisan-
ship and division.

For my part, I am determined to take
every action within my power to help our
people, and I look forward to working with
lawmakers of both parties to restore
LIHEAP funding and to make further
progress. Meanwhile, I hope these funds will
be of help to people in those 11 States. I
know there are many volunteer efforts going
on, and I would encourage them.

This is an especially difficult time in a lot
of these States. I was home in Arkansas last
weekend, and the temperature was above
100 degrees on both days. There are an awful
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